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19

Name, born 14 February 1949

25

_IChose engineering because maths was more interesting than physics, good

teacher, ‘Taffy’ Evans, 70% of his Hamilton Boys High class went on to
engineering. His father sold polyfloor and worked with architects and engineers
and encouraged him into it.

57

Chose Auckland rather than Canterbury because it was closer

83

Didn’t go straight to SoE, last year at school mixed up, after discussion he seldom
attended classes and studied at home for everything except maths. The
headmaster was liberal to allow this. Also travelled around with his father on
selling trips. Got a scholarship essentially on his own study.

122

Came to Auckland and got into (2™ pro?), which was prestigious. Could have
gone to univ straight from the 6™ form at 16, but was advised not to.

145

Stayed at O'Rourke Hall, went to a few lectures, was reminded of school, and left.
Did maths by correspondence through Massey (1967), and working for
Crothalls Gardening (?) with big workmen, then went to Mt Maunganui and
worked on wharves there. 10 hour working days, with study afterwards. Many
of his friends had gone to univ, studied for the intermediate, but not all passed.
He got an A+ for his maths, had saved money (enough for a Triumph Herald)

190

1968, started univ again, doing 4 papers for his intermediate. Was determined to
do well. After working he thought the easy life was to get a degree. He got
straight As.

215

SoE had moved to Symonds St, the new building was still being finished in 1969.
Quite different to how it is today, only one female student, Judy Fish. You could
stay at univ as long as you could pay the fees, so some people were there
because they liked the life. Behaviour was often bad; naughty rather than bad.
E.g. flour bombs on lecturers. Smoking was allowed in the buildings, but not the
lecture theatres.

258

Chose Engineering Science, could have done a BSc in chemistry, but wanted to
do engineering. Enrolled initially in Mechanical, but changed during the year to
Eng Sci because it was all about computers. SoE didn’t really have even
calculators, let alone computers.







158

Decided to stay at univ, had been very motivated and got straight As, got 1%
class honours, was a bit arrogant at the time. Had agreed with friends to go
overseas after graduation. Culture in Eng Sci to continue on at univ after
graduation. Applied for a scholarship to study for a PhD, got one, so stayed
here.

200

Was keen on structures, Medlin was interested in the structure of the body.
He could have followed that route.

221

Doing the PhD was mostly fun. Shared an office with Andrew Goff (?), then
Gib Bogle (brief cv). Gib was a left wing hippy, BD was uptight, but they
became good friends and still are.

265

One influential thing — when he wrote thesis, in his 3" year Medlin went on
sabbatical, very close group in Eng Sci, ran together at lunch time. One was
Glen Sinclair (brief cv) who offered to help him write the thesis. Wrote the
first chapter (by hand in those days), gave it to Glen, Working through it took
ages, perhaps a combination of his lack of writing skills and Glen’s
perfectionism. Second version fared no better; still on page 1. Didn’t use
Glen’s help anymore, sent the rest back and forth to Medlin by post. Finally
done, took about 14 months. Submitted it, Segedin called him in and said
there was an issue as some of the work was Sinclair's; not true. Had a good
relationship with Segedin, as did Sinclair. Wrote to Segedin setting out his
case, and why Sinclair should not be one of his oral examiners. With
Medlin’s help it was resolved. The process was very stressful.

400

There were 6 months before the oral exam for admin reasons, gave him time
to re-read and re-examine it as an examiner would. Wrote out every question
he thought could be asked, and then researched and wrote out the answers.
The oral was a breeze. Needed to make no changes to his thesis.

432

Blames this for the slowness of his authorship in his early academic years. A
lot of his research has never been written up.

444

Left univ. He never intended to be an academic, always wanted to be an
engineer; did the PhD to differentiate himself from the other 1* class honours
people. Never regretted his PhD, it opened doors in the USA. Robin
Shepherd taught earthquake eng, BD had done consulting work with him as
a PhD student. BD had 1% bit of free dimensional structural software in NZ.
Kingston Reynolds Thom & Allardyce were designing extensions to the
Air NZ hangers for 747s, and had to work out the trusses, he did the work
with David Hopkins (brief cv). Trusses were built in Whangarei, he & Robin
Shepherd, Mike Jones went up and physically tested it. That was fun. The
truss is still there 40 years later. It was his 1°* consulting job.

487

Wanted to do more structural work, was interested in earthquakes, decided to
go to California. Robin Shepherd helped, and he had 2 job offers in LA and
San Francisco. His wife thought the smog in LA was bad, so they went to
SF.
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