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20 | Name, date & place of birth

30 | Played with Meccano as a boy (described Meccano), & used it to build
mostly structural things like towers or bridges. He gave exhibitions of what
he built, and charged 1p a time to look at them

65 | Early days in Auckland: there was very little traffic. First school was the
Normal school close to the Training College. Then to Auckland Grammar
School.

90 | Studied maths, science and a little Latin.

100 | Did his Intermediate year, then joined the School of Engineering in the
‘old tin shed’. It was very primitive. There were about 6 staff, who were
very earnest & well intentioned.

115 | He began university in 1942. For civil engineering, the final year had to be
done at Canterbury

130 | During the Depression university staff worked for half salary for a year.
During the war the tin sheds were used.

140 | Outstanding/innovative staff: Prof Leech was appointed during the war. He
was highly intelligent, Head of the School and its only professor, very
influential. He looked for a new site for the School at Western Springs &
then Ardmore, did war related research including a smoke screen
machine & a range finder in the Hauraki Gulf

177 | One of the first graduates was Arthur Mead who became the Waterworks
Engineer.

208 | Outstanding students: one went to work in Canada in geotechnology

222 | He had his graduation postponed for a year until he had done the practical
work required to complete the degree. He worked in the Auckland
Harbour workshops, where he replaced gas cylinders in the gulf beacons
etc. He worked for cash in the stores and on the wharves as a seagull,
where he got reasonable pay for not much work

247 | He thinks his university fees were 80 pounds per year — which was quite a
lot at the time. There were no student loans or allowances, your parents
paid or you earned it yourself. There was a fairly generous bursary.

265 | Had to do the final year at Canterbury for Civil, this was not the case for
Mechanical. Canterbury Engineering School was much bigger than
Auckland’s. Canterbury had highly qualified staff with overseas degrees,
though they weren’t all of the highest calibre. The best lecturer had a
terrible stammer, but was the most interesting.

288 | He had a B.Sc in maths & geology & so on. And a B.E Hons, which you
got by sitting selected, harder, questions in the final exam
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He was in Iran from about 1949-

11

The rainy season in Iran coincided with Xmas, and some would try to
celebrate as a Northern Xmas

22

He is still in contact with Sam Robottom (7). They used to go camping
with Iranian guides, he remembers seeing what looked like a snake’s head
coming out of the firewood only to find it was just a bent piece of wood.
There are some dangerous insects & animals in Iran, and you learn to be
wary.

49

Although it was desert there were mosquitoes; the company sprayed any
pool near the camp with kerosene. Malaria was a real danger.

66

Life was very pleasant, although you never got used to the heat. The
company provided food. He lived in the bachelors’ mess. He was mess
resident, so was responsible for ordering the food. He thought that buying
the food himself would save the cook’s rake off and also improve his
Pharsee. He made some mistakes in marketing.

102

You had to have a ‘boy’ to act as your porter and guide when you went to
the market, or you were hassled until you did.

118

He was in Iran for 2 years, towards the end of which he was also in Iraq at
a new oil field. He was the Field Civil Engineer for the District by this
time. There were only 2 Europeans there, him and another manager.
They supervised the whole of the development of the field initially.

140

His Pharsee was an immense help, as the workers included Kurds, Jews,
Sunnis & Shiates. He saw a Shia service on the martyrdom of Ali in a
Northern town once.

174

While standing in for the Chief Civil Engineer, who was on leave, he was in
a serious car accident and his face hit the steering wheel spokes. So he
was airlifted to London and the plastic surgery unit at Park Royal hospital.
He had around 30 operations over a year or more.

209

Between operations he was released from hospital. He knew a man at
Cambridge University, and attended his lectures on soil mechanics. He
also did some teaching there mostly in drawing and design.

220

He helped in the soil mechanics laboratory and made some improvements
in the design of the shear box used there.

228

As a boy in the 1930s, the Civic Theatre was being built in Auckland.
There was a big hole on the Queen St side of the building that they used
for truck access, and even though he was young, he realized that this
section would subside in the future. He turned out to be right and the hole
had to be filled a couple of time over succeeding years. That is how he got
interested in soil mechanics. Also, he read the book ‘soil mechanics for
road engineers’ by the DSIR, Road Research laboratory in Britain. When
he left the London County Council in 1953, they gave him a copy of this
book as a memento.

265

In 1953 he returned to NZ to the staff of the University of Auckland — for the
wrong reasons — because he got a paid tour of the UK universities and a
free trip by steamer to NZ.
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